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April 2017 Newsletter 

Just These Lines My Friends, 

To say I am looking forward to many April blessings in worship 

and ministry. The month begins with the opportunity to attend this 

year’s Bishop’s Convocation on Prayer- the theme is God, How Would You Have Us to 

Pray?  The plenary speaker, Rev. Juanita Rasmus, is both a pastor and spiritual director 

with a passion for outreach to our world’s most impoverished citizens. She co-pastors one 

of the most culturally diverse congregations in our country and UMC connection.  

(Saturday April 1).  That same weekend, the Ramsey United Methodist Women will lead 

our Sunday worship services at 9 and 11; they will highlight the ministry of UMW and lead 

the congregation in our VA Conference wide Day of Prayer for our denomination. We will 

be offering a prayer vigil that day; it is an important time to ask and listen for God’s      

leadership of our church. (Sunday, April 2) 

Holy Week starts off with Palm Sunday (April 9); our music ministries will be sharing their 

musical cantata “Praise The Risen Lord “.  Later that week, we will share in a Maundy 

Thursday drama and Holy Communion; and the Hispanic ministry will lead our Good Fri-

day service. Easter Sunday dawns on April 16th with the Community Easter Sunrise service 

@ the Manchester YMCA; Pancake Breakfast at Ramsey @8AM; and our Holy Easter 

worship services at 9, 11 and 12:30 (Hispanic).  The children will gather for an Easter Egg 

Hunt that morning, during the 11:00am service.   

On Saturday April 22nd, our Ramsey Church hosts a party for the neighborhood with our 

Community Spring Festival and Agape Yard Sale.  It is our largest attended outreach event 

of the year: fun, games, laughter, BBQ, Hot dogs and popcorn are on the menu.  Come out 

to J.L Francis Elementary School on Friday, April 28th for the annual Book Tasting! This 

will be Ramsey’s fourth year of participating with volunteers in this great event, supporting 

the kids in one of our neighborhood schools.   

What a wonderful congregation in which we worship and serve. We follow a Risen Savior, 

and together may we prepare our hearts for a sacred Holy Week and to proclaim His     

Resurrection on Easter Sunday and during Eastertide. 

It is my joy to be your pastor and friend, 

Pastor Deb 

EASTER EGG HUNT 

Our Easter Egg Hunt is on Easter Sunday, April 16th, 

during the Children’s Ministry time from 11:00a.m. – 

12:15p.m.  It is open to all children.  We ask the children 

to bring their own Easter  Basket for collecting eggs.  We 

are looking forward to a fun and special day -- the Day 

that Jesus rose from the tomb! 

Ministerio de Niños: La Búsqueda de los huevos de Re-

surrección será el día, 16 de Abril a las 11:00a.m. hasta 

las – 12:15p.m.  Todos los niños están invitados!.  Favor 

de traer su propia cesta para colectar los 

huevos! Estamos anticipando un lindo día 

de mucha diversión y más importante aun 

la Resurrección de nuestro señor Jesucris-

to! 

Lenten Study: 

Our Lenten Study contin-

ues through Easter Sunday, 

April 16th.  The study is 

“Restored — Finding Re-

demption in our Mess” by 

Tom Berlin.  In “Restored” 

we’re shown that it is only 

when we focus on the cross 

as a place to surrender con-

trol that we can leave our 

mess and find true redemp-

tion.   

 

Our choir cantata will be performed on Palm Sunday, April 9th, at 
9:00am and 11:00am.  Domingo de Ramos: Durante el domingo de 
ramos, 9 de Abril a las 9:00am  11:00am, nuestro coro nos deleita-
ra con un Cantata.  

 Join us for a drama presentation and Holy Communion for Maundy 

Thursday, at 7:00pm in the sanctuary on April 13th.  El Jueves Santo:  

Pedimos que te unas a nuestra presentación de la ultima cena y Co-

munión. A las 7:00 pm el Jueves 13 de Abril.  

Pastora Norma and the Hispanic ministry will lead our Good Friday ser-

vice in the Sanctuary at 7:00pm on April 14th.  Viernes Santo: Abril 14 a 

las 7:00 pm est aremos celebrando  nuestro tradicional servicio de 

Viernes Santo.  

The Community Sunrise service  is on April 16th at the Manchester 

YMCA.  Ramsey offers an 8:00am Easter breakfast, and services at 

9:00am, 11:00am, and 12:30pm, as well as a children’s Easter egg hunt.  

Resurrección : En el YMCA de Manchester celebraremos nuestro servi-

cio matutino de Domingo de Resurrección.  Ramsey estará ofreciendo 

su tradicional desayuno de Resurrección y nuestros servicios a las  

9:00am, 11:00am, y 12:30pm, y de igual manera estaremos celebrando 

nuestro búsqueda de los huevos.  



Desde un Rincón pastoral  

Y aconteció, que cumpliéndose el tiempo en que había de ser recibido arriba, Él afirmó su ros-

tro para ir a Jerusalén.  Lucas 9:51 

Muchas son las historias que muchos de nosotros pudiéramos contar acerca de como celebrá-

bamos la semana santa o la semana mayor durante la temporada de cuaresma. Una de las que 

rápidamente vienen a mi mente es la tradicional lista de los "NO" y las buenas regañadas que 

recibíamos por desobedecer uno de los tan famosos "NO". Por ejemplo, en mi casa durante la 

semana mayor o la semana santa NO se permitía saltar, NO correr, NO escupir, NO pelear y 

NO gritar, etc.  todo esto era pecado y por lo tanto merecía su castigo. En mi casa dos de los 

más famosos castigos eran, un largo sermón o una buena estirada de orejas, los cuales resol-

vían el dilema en un abrir y cerrar de ojos! ¿Qué tal en la suya? 

¡En nuestra familia, la Semana Santa es una semana de grandes decisiones! Para nuestro Se-

ñor Jesucristo también fue una semana de grandes decisiones. Tomar o No tomar ese camino 

que tendría retorno. Obedecer al Padre o tomar la decisión de no hacerlo.  La decisión que 

Jesús tomo ya la conocemos. ¿Qué tal las nuestras? ¿Cómo obramos nosotros? ¿Tomamos de-

cisiones firmes o simplemente lo dejamos para otro día? Como por ejemplo, "algún día tendré 

tiempo para estudiar la biblia, hacer de la oración parte de mi vida diaria"  o que tal  "algún día 

aceptare con gozo una responsabilidad en el trabajo de la iglesia". La lista más larga del mun-

do es la de nuestros "mañanas" que nunca llegan. Cuando Jesús afirmo su rostro hacia Jerusalén 

nos mostro el camino de las realizaciones definitivas. Jesús nos enseno obediencia, determina-

ción, firmeza y sobre todo AMOR. Por Amor se entrego El Salvador. Por Amor al calvario lle-

go… Imitemos su ejemplo.  

Su Servidora en Cristo Jesús,  

Pastora, Norma Aguilar  

 

 

LENTEN OFFERING 

Our 2017 Lenten Offering will 

run through Easter Sunday April 16.  

Traditionally, the funds raised during 

this time are used to pay for mainte-

nance items not included in the regular 

budget.  This year’s maintenance 

items include: 

 painting projects 

 improving our outside lighting 

 additional microphones in the    

sanctuary 

 landscaping 

Please give generously.  Envelopes are 

in the pew racks for your convenience. 

Thank you for your generosity, 

The Finance Committee 

BIRTHDAYS—CUMPLEAÑOS 

Hannah Taylor 1 

Dante Lowe 5 

Sharon Cheatham 10 

Steve Atkinson 10 

Norma Britt 13 

Adebayo Ogungbade 15 

Joel Austin 16 

Beverly Rugani 17 

Vincent Rodriguez 17 

Bukola Ogungbade 17 

Natalie Aguilar - 

Benitez 

18 

Ann T. Wiley 20 

Curtis Walsh 20 

Mitzie Conner 20 

Tanya Ashby 22 

Jane Adams 22 

Beverly Tucker 24 

Patricia Person 24 

Melissa Vance 25 

Tory Shelton 26 

Jeff Harper 26 

Peter Beville 30 

Daniel Smith 30 

Dennis L. Hatt 30 

ANNIVERSARIES—ANIVERSARIOS 

Stacey & Kenneth Beville 2 

Gene & Janet Sheek 5 

Freddy & Julia Lainez 7 

Danny & Norma Britt 7 

Russ & Donna Cottrell 10 

Randall & Sharon Sayles 14 

Jim & Shelley Jump 23 

Come and See 

The Come and See small group will be meeting at 

10:30am on April 1st and April 15th.  Come join us 

as we continue our study of James in the book “This 

Changes Everything”.   

JL Francis Volunteering 

Career Day: April 6 . The school is 

looking for adults who can speak to a 

class about their career. 

Book Tasting: April 28, 8 am – 1 

pm. This is an annual event where 

students read books, and sample foods 

that they have read about.  The school 

needs volunteers to help.  They are 

also looking for donations of books, 

food, and gift cards.   

Sign up in the church office! 

Blood Drive 

Sunday , May 7th, 9:00am-12:30pm 

Sign up in your Sunday School class 

or on the bulletin board in the CLC, or 

with Scotty Doyle, 744-3034. 



SPRING FESTIVAL and AGAPE YARD SALE  

Saturday, April 22nd, from 9:30am – 1:30pm is our Community Spring Festival.  We are in need 

of canopies/tents to help with the sun that day.  We also need cakes for our Cake Walk and Vol-

unteers for our games.  We also are asking for volunteers to help with the parking that 

day.  Please fill out the yellow card during the worship services with your name, number, and e-

mail address if you are interested in helping in any way and we will get back to you.  You may 

also call the church office and leave your name and number.  It takes a lot of help to make the 

Festival a success so please give us some of your time.  It’s always fun.  Come join us for a 

great day! 

The Agape class will also have their annual YARD SALE that day.  We are looking for dona-

tions from the entire church, family, and friends.  Beginning April 16, we will begin talking do-

nations in the CLC.  If you need assistance getting larger items to church, please contact Joan 

McGowan 674-5414 or Shelley Jump 908-7368. Proceeds from the sale will support our mis-

sions work throughout the year. 

El Festival de Primavera y la venta del yard sale en Abril 22 nos espera.   

Estamos necesitando voluntarios que ayuden ese día, ayudando con juegos, estacionamiento, 

cocinando pasteles, y para poner y quitar todo lo necesario. Si le gustaría ayudar, favor de llenar 

la tarjeta amarilla después de uno de los servicios de adoración incluyendo su información de 

contacto o llamar la oficina de la iglesia al 276-4628 y preguntar por Sue Newman. ¡Es un gran 

día de Comunión, hermandad y diversión!  

 

La clase de  Agape tambien tendra su YARD SALE.  Estamos buscando por donaciones de par-

te de familias, amigos, vecinos.  Comenzando el 16 de Abril estaremos aceptando todas sus do-

naciones en el CLC.  Si necesita ayuda transportando artículos grandes, favor de  contactar a  

Joan McGowan 674-5414 o Shelley Jump 908-7368. Las ganancias se usaran para la misiones a 

lo largo del año.  

 

 

 

Please come join us in mission  

and fellowship! 

COMIDA COMUNITARIA  

GRATUITA:   

POR FAVOR , ÚNASE A 

 NOSOTROS EN MISIÓN Y  

COMUNIÓN. 
April 29, 5:00 PM in the CLC 

United Methodist Urban Ministries of Richmond 

Auxiliary 

SHALOM FARMS GERANIUM SALE!  

Geraniums are $4.50 each (4 1/2" POT), and the col-

ors are Red, Salmon, Coral, Hot Pink, and White. We 

will take orders for specific colors but cannot guaran-

tee.   Make checks to UMUMR.  Order by April 3, 

2017.  PICK-UP is Friday, April 7, noon at Bon 

Air UMC parking lot.  Contact: Scotty Doyle to order 

744-3034 or sign up on bulletin board in CLC. 

Ramsey family, 

I appreciate all of your prayers, calls, and the 

many cards received after my surgery.  It’s a true 

blessing to have such a caring church family as 

Ramsey. 

Blessings, Rick Vance 

In Memory  

The Ramsey Church family remembers those 

who claimed the promise of resurrection this 

year. We offer prayers and thoughts to the family 

and friends. 

Stuart Baltz        Roy Simmons    Virginia Harris 

Thank you for all the prayers, cards, and vis-

its during my husband’s illness and sudden 

death.  I don’t know how I would have made 

it through this without my church, friends, 

and my faith.  Thank you so much Pastor 

Deb for all the uplifting prayers and visits to 

Roy.  They meant so much to him.  Thanks 

go out to Joyce Walsh for all the help she 

gave us setting up for the service. 

With love, Nell Simmons & family  

55+ Luncheon: Our 55+ Luncheons 

are back!  Join us at noon in the fel-

lowship hall on Friday April 14th for good 

food and fellowship.  Don’t forget to RSVP! 

 United Methodist Women News:   

April 1st - Bishop's Convocation on Prayer at Trinity UMC, Cost: $10.00 includes Lunch.  

Rev. Juanita C. Rasmus, Spiritual Director and Co-Pastor of St. John's UMC in Houston, Texas 

will be the speaker. 

April 2 - Virginia Conference Day of Prayer and the United  Methodist Women's Sunday.  

The UMW will lead the 9 am and 11 am services. Scotty Doyle, Richmond District President, 

and Peggy Early, both Ramsey UMW members, will present the sermon. Other UMW  members 

will be helping with the service. Be sure to attend for a meaningful service as well as supporting 

the ladies of Ramsey. 

April 15 - Prayer Breakfast at Providence UMC. Cost: $7.00  Registration is at 8:30 am with 

Breakfast and Worship from 9:00 am to 11:00 am. Mary Jane Rawley, Virginia Conference 

President will be the guest speaker. Be sure to sign up by April 7th! 

April 22 - "On the Road Again in Missions"  to Wesley Community Center in Portsmouth, 

Virginia. Trip cost: $64.00 includes transportation, insurance, lunch, dinner, and gratuity. They 

are requesting the following: gallon size plastic bags, school supplies- pens, pencils, folders, 

crayons, loose leaf paper, spiral notebooks, backpacks, fabric for children's crafts, and paper 

towel rolls. 

Kits for Conference and UMCOR: Circle members, Youth, and The Neighborhood Supper 

Choose a type of kit (Bathing, School, Health, Bedding, Baby/Layette kit), purchase the items 

needed, and bring them on May 10th at 2pm, to assemble them in the Fellowship Hall.  All are 

welcome to join.  If you are not sure what items go in each kit, call Sue Wheat 303-1670. 

x-apple-data-detectors://4
tel:674-5414
tel:674-5414


First – in case not everyone is aware of it - let me say that ALL RAMSEY MEN are 

members of and welcome at all BUCS activities. 

The BUCS will be conducting a three week men’s DVD Bible Study and Grill Night. 

The study is entitled “Tough As Nails” by Andy Stanley. We will meet on Monday nights of 

April 24, May 1 and May 8 in the Agape classroom. We grill at 6 PM and will start the DVD 

and study at about 6:40 PM each night after sharing a meal together. You do not need to buy a 

book. You do not need to bring any sides, bread, dessert or beverage. All you need to bring is 

yourself and whatever you want to grill (protein or otherwise). We have a new grill and hope-

fully, our Grillmaster, Russ Cottrell, will preside once again. 

Please - Camp and Canoe with the BUCS in Luray, Virginia on the South Fork of the 

Shenandoah River on June 9-11. Will 

Flynn has planned a wonderful weekend 

retreat for all men of the church age 12 

or older (and their sons, grandsons, 

nephews or friends). Cost is $45 per man 

and includes campsite with facilities and 

hot showers, canoe and equipment 

(paddles and life vests) and two break-

fasts, lunch and one dinner. We will 

spend about 4 hours (11 miles) on one of 

the prettiest rivers in the United States. 

Smallmouth bass fishing is usually good 

on this stretch and there are enough, rif-

fles, ledges and one Class III rapid run 

called Compton’s Rapids to make it fun. 

What a deal!!! For more information 

contact Will Flynn or Craig Lane. Twen-

ty spaces have been reserved and we 

need a commitment with funds by Mon-

day May 8 please. 

Thanks to the men for Nativity 

setup and takedown, Easter crosses, 

mulching and grounds maintenance, fa-

cility maintenance work, and stage and 

setup and takedown for the Valentine’s 

dance. 

 

S. Craig Lane 

From The Richmond District Dispatch:  

Ramsey made the news!  

“Love in Any Language” 

Experiencing VBS in two languages; hearing the children read 

their new bilingual Bibles; filling the parking lot with kids and 

adults playing games, witnessing the Living Nativity, walking 

through Bethlehem, worshipping God with warmed hearts and 

joyful voices: these are all recent memories of Ramsey Memori-

al.  We have been a diverse welcoming church with a vital min-

istry of outreach on the Hull Street corridor since 1908.  Ramsey 

is a host site for Bon Secours Care A Van and a trusted neigh-

borhood hub.  2017 marks twelve years of Hispanic Ministry.  

Rev. Norma Aguilar, appointed since 2008 as Associate Pastor, 

is responsible for the 12:30pm Hispanic worship service.  Rev. 

Deborah Koontz, Senior Pastor since 2013, leads worship at 

9:00am and 11:00am services.  Ramsey’s ministry of outreach 

includes a bilingual VBS, and a free Community Spring Festival.  

Community partners include JL Francis Elementary/Micah Initi-

ative, The Bridge (ESL/Civics classes), Manchester YMCA, and 

the City of Richmond Hispanic Citizens Academy.  A monthly 

community food pantry and monthly free community meal are 

also offered. 

Prayer Vigil: 
We will observe a 24-
hour prayer vigil for the 
Virginia Conference 
Day of Prayer on 
April 2nd.  Please join 
us in prayer that day 
and throughout the 1st 
week of April. 

IMPACT Richmond 

Our youth will be doing another mission trip this summer!  The dates 

of the trip are July 9th-15th.  The local mission project that we are as-

signed to will depend on the skill-sets of the chaperones that we bring, 

and the chaperones will also drive the youth to the worksite.  Last year, 

we replaced a kitchen floor, replaced an external door, painted, 

caulked, sealed a fireplace, dismantled a fence, and much more.  Other 

groups constructed wooden decks, laid concrete sidewalks, and did 

roofing.  We are in need of chaperones who have skills in any of these 

areas of home repair, construction, or yard work.  Please contact Sarah 

if you are able to chaperone (you do not need to spend the night, and 

you do not need to stay the whole week).  We are also still raising 

funds for the trip, as the cost is $300 per person (for both youth and 

chaperones), so please consider a donation to be designated for this 

very powerful experience in the lives of our youth!       

B & K Towing 

The Administrative Council 

has voted to update the 

church’s towing policy.  B 

& K Towing will tow any 

vehicles left in our parking 

lot overnight on any day of 

the week.  New signs will 

be installed in the parking 

lot, and flyers will be placed 

on vehicles, notifying mo-

torists of the new policy.  

Parking passes can be ob-

tained from the Church as 

exceptions to the towing 

policy, in the event of an 

overnight or late night 

church function. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      4 

8:30AM BUCS  

10:00AM H.A.S.A 

10:30AM Come & See 

12:00PM BWSL DreamChasers 

2 

9:00AM Worship Service 

9:50AM Lenten Study 

11:00AM Worship Service 

11:00AM Escuela Dominical 

12:30 Servicio en Español 

6:30 Youth Group 

3 

8:00AM Care A Van 

6:00PM James River Home-
School 

6:00PM Long Range Planning 

6:30PM H.A.S.A 

4 

2:00PM McGuire Park Circle 

6:00PM BWSL DreamChasers 

6:00PM Hispanic Citizens 
Academy 

6:30PM EL/CIVICS 

5 

10:00AM Pickleball 

6:00PM BWSL DreamChas-
ers 

6:30PM H.A.S.A 

7:00PM Administrative 
Council 

6 

8:00AM Care A Van 

9:30AM Prayer Group 

6:00PM James River HS 

6:30PM EL/CIVICS 

7:00PM Estudio Biblico 

7 

6:00PM James River Home-
School  

8 

10:00AM H.A.S.A 

12:00PM BWSL DreamChasers 

1:00PM Private Event 
(Fellowship Hall) 

9  Palm Sunday 

9:00AM Cantata Service 

9:50AM Lenten Study 

11:00AM Cantata Service 

11:00AM Escuela Dominical 

12:30 Servicio en Español 

6:30 Youth Group 

10 

6:00PM James River Home-
School 

6:30PM H.A.S.A 

11 

11:00 Ada Mae Bookman 
Circle 

6:00PM BWSL DreamChasers 

6:00PM Hazel Gibbs Circle 

6:00PM Hispanic Citizens 
Academy 

6:30PM EL/CIVICS 

8 

10:00AM Pickleball 

2:00PM Nina Woodfin Circle 

6:00PM BWSL DreamChas-
ers 

6:30PM H.A.S.A 

 

13 Maundy Thursday 

8:00AM Care A Van 

9:30AM Prayer Group 

6:00PM James River HS 

6:00PM Hispanic Citizens  

6:30PM EL/CIVICS 

7:00PM Maundy Thursday 
Service  

14 Good Friday 

6:00PM James River Home-
School 

7:00PM Good Friday Ser-
vice  

15 

10:00AM H.A.S.A 

12:00PM BWSL DreamChasers 

16 Easter Sunday 

8:00AM Easter Breakfast 

9:00AM Easter Service 

9:50AM Lenten Study 

11:00AM Easter Service 

11:00AM Escuela Dominical 

12:30 Servicio en Español 

17  

6:30PM H.A.S.A 

 

 

 

 

Yard sale collection in CLC 

18 

6:00PM Hispanic Citizens 
Academy 

6:30PM EL/CIVICS 

 

 
Yard sale collection in CLC 

19 

10:00AM Food Pantry 

10:00AM Pickleball 

6:30PM H.A.S.A 

6:00PM Trusteees 

7:00PM Finance 

Yard sale collection in CLC 

20 

8:00AM Care A Van 

9:30AM Prayer Group 

6:00PM Hispanic Citizens 
Academy 

6:30PM EL/CIVICS 

Yard sale collection in CLC 

21 

 

 

 

 

 

Yard sale collection in CLC 

22 

9:00AM Spring Festival & 
Agape Yard Sale 

10:00AM H.A.S.A 

 

23 

9:00AM Worship Service 

9:30AM Sunday School 

11:00AM Worship Service 

11:00AM Escuela Dominical 

12:30 Servicio en Español 

6:30 Youth Group 

24 

6:00PM James River Home-
School 

6:30PM H.A.S.A 

25 

6:00PM BWSL DreamChasers 

6:00PM Hispanic Citizens 
Academy 

6:30PM EL/CIVICS 

26 

10:00AM Pickleball 

6:00PM BWSL DreamChas-
ers 

6:00PM SPPRC 

6:30PM H.A.S.A 

 

27 

8:00AM Care A Van 

9:30AM Prayer Group 

6:00PM James River HS 

6:00PM Hispanic Citizens 
Academy 

6:30PM EL/CIVICS 

28 

6:00PM James River Home-
School 

29 

10:00AM H.A.S.A 

12:00PM BWSL DreamChasers 

5:00PM Neighborhood Supper 

30 

9:00AM Worship Service 

9:30AM Sunday School 

11:00AM Worship Service 

11:00AM Escuela Dominical 

12:30 Servicio en Español 

6:30 Youth Group 

      

 

April—Abril 2017 


