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RAMSEY MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

5900 Hull Street Road, Richmond, VA 23224,  

804-276-4628, www.ramseymemorial.org 



Just These Lines my friends to say….. 

Make Love your aim- is Apostle Paul’s summing up directive of 1 Corinthians 14. After 

his lofty poetic vision of love expressed in the 13th Chapter, Paul focuses in, making it real, 

in our lives, the church, and ultimately the world.   

Jesus is the source and center of that love.  I give you a new commandment, Jesus told his 

disciples, that you Love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one 

another.  By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one   

another. 

Jesus loved the church into existence.  His amazing life and ministry; His sacrificial death 

on the cross; and his miraculous resurrection- birthed the Church. 

 In his classic book “Life Together” Dietrich Bonhoeffer said we belong to one another- 

only through and in Jesus Christ. There can be no other basis for our unity. Whatever our 

differences, and there are many; we are one in Christ Jesus. 

The Church is God’s Great demonstration project of a mutuality of love. We get to practice 

the ‘one another’ part in making love our aim as we welcome one another;  forbear with 

one another;  forgive one another; confess sin to and pray for one another; serve one       

another; encourage one another; comfort one another; bear one another’s burdens; stir up 

one another; teach and admonish one another. 

Receive the challenge to make love your aim.  Our diversity as a human family is a      

wonder; our diversity as the Christian church universal is a marvel and a gift… it also 

makes love hard… it also makes love necessary.  Make love your aim. 

The Grace and Love of our Lord be with your spirit, brothers and sisters; and always it is 

my joy and privilege to be your Pastor and friend, 

Pastor Deb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please come join us in mission and      
fellowship! 

COMIDA COMUNITARIA GRATUITA:   

POR FAVOR , ÚNASE A NOSOTROS EN   

MISIÓN Y COMUNIÓN. 

 
February 25, 5:00 PM in the CLC 

 

 
Valentine’s Dinner Dance 

Saturday, February 11th at 6:00pm.  Come for a 

night of music, fun, dancing, food, fellowship, 

and our photobooth!  Tickets are $15.  Contact 

the church office to make a reservation.  

 

 

La cena de San Valentín  
Sábado, 11 de febrero a las 6:00 pm .  Las        

entradas cuestan $ 15 por persona .  Venga a  

disfrutar de la música, la comida, y el            

compañerismo.  Póngase en contacto con la  

oficina para comprar un billete .  

 

   

 

 

 

March 1, 2017 

 

 

 

 

Come and See 

The Come and See small group will be 

meeting at 10:30am on February 4th and 

February 18th.  Come join us as we finish 

our study of James in the book “This 

Changes Everything”.  Our small group 

has a rotating location: we meet in homes,   

coffee shops, local parks, and at the 

church!  Anyone is invited to join us as 

we complete one study and gear up for 

something totally different in the season 

of Lent! 



Desde un Rincon Pastoral, 

Porque no hay distinción entre judío y griego, pues el mismo Señor es Señor de todos, abundan-

do en riquezas para todos los que le invocan. Romanos 10:12. 

Derrumbar la barrera, los prejuicios y toda presuposición  que existe entre la iglesia y el mundo 

no es nada fácil,  al contrario es un reto que se convierte en misión para todos aquellos que nos 

consideramos seguidores de Jesucristo.  

De acuerdo a los consejos que da el Rev. Emilio Muller es nuestro llamado como servidores de 

Cristo,  

- a crear puentes entre los creyentes y los no creyentes. 

- Crear puentes entre el miedo y la fe 

- Crear puentes entre una nacionalidad y otra.  

- Crear puentes entre aquellos que quieren amar y aquellos que solo saben ser indiferentes. 

-Crear puentes entre diferentes generaciones 

- Crear puentes entre vecinos 

Son muchas las barreras que dividen a nuestra sociedad, nuestras relaciones, hogares y en nues-

tros corazones. Pero lo cierto de todo esto es que cada uno de nosotros  y cada una de nosotras 

hemos sido llamados para construir el cuerpo de Cristo a través de puentes que nos unan y no 

paredes que nos dividan y destruyan la humanidad y solidaridad entre la raza humana. Cual-

quiera que sea la barrera en alguna situación  o experiencia personal, tomemos la determinación 

de ir al otra lado usando cualquier puente necesario que ha sido provisto a través de la gracia de 

Dios en Jesucristo.  En este año trabajemos juntos como miembros del cuerpo de Cristo aquí en 

Ramsey Memorial y en esta comunidad donde Dios nos ha llamado a servir y a construir.  

En la gracia del Señor Jesús,  

Su Servidora y compañera del camino  

Pastora Norma  
 

 

Youth Group:   

The Ramsey Youth are off to an amazing 

start in 2017!  We hosted our 3rd annual 

dodgeball tournament, with 95 people in 

attendance, raising over $300 for the 

youth group.  Thank you to all of our 

Ramsey members who came and sup-

ported us!  We also participated again in 

the Souper Bowl of Caring, collecting 

non-perishable soups for the Ramsey 

food pantry in the weeks leading up to 

the Super Bowl.  Thank you to all who 

donated to feed the hungry! 

KITCHEN DUES 2017 

Our Administrative Council recently vot-

ed to eliminate Styrofoam plates and 

cups from our kitchen supplies and re-

place them with paper products.  This 

will help our environment, but it comes 

at a price.  For example, Styrofoam cof-

fee cups cost $1.60 per 100, but paper 

coffee cups cost $6.87 per 100, over four 

times as much, based on Costco prices. 

To help with this, the Finance Committee 

has decided to raise the kitchen dues 

from $60 to $75, starting in 2017.  We 

ask each group that uses the kitchen to 

please write a check for $75, made out to 

Ramsey Church, sometime in January or 

February. 

We appreciate your help. 

Jerry Cummings, Finance Committee 

Chair 

BIRTHDAYS—CUMPLEAÑOS 

Hunter Flynn 1 

JD Jump 2 

Bonnie Byrnes 2 

Tammy Howe 7 

Melissa Rivera 9 

Jessica Rivera 9 

Marsha Hallinan 9 

Dorothy Davis 9 

Martha Gilliam 10 

Sarah Russo 12 

Nell Yoss 16 

Matt Amason 17 

Wilma Templeman 21 

Tammy Heller 22 

Benjamin Hoover 25 

Stephanie Ching 27 

Pauline Miles 28 

Brenda & Donald Cameron 14 

ANNIVERSARIES—ANIVERSARIOS 

Heart Havens—Part of the Body 

Everyone is part of the body of Christ, and that’s 

true for people with a developmental disability, 

too! Heart Havens is a Virginia Conference Ad-

vance Special mission that provides residential 

support to adults with a developmental disabil-

ity, but it’s so much more than just providing a 

house.  Heart Havens empowers people to dis-

cover what it is they love and then pursue it. No 

matter what the goal is, Heart Havens is all 

about helping the people they support find a way 

to make their dreams a reality.  February is 

Heart Havens month, so please remember to 

pray for our brothers and sisters in Christ, and 

consider a contribution to Heart Havens. 



A heartfelt thank you to my Ramsey family for your cards, calls, and prayers for my son 

Quinn Brandon.  He feels stronger, and now begins the long road to recovery.  Thank you 

too for your calls, prayers, cards, love basket, and visits to my husband, Darrell.  He is   

feeling much better, and after physical rehab should be back on his feet.  A special thank 

you to Pastor Deb for your visits, prayer shawl, and your cheering calls!  A final thank you, 

Ramsey, for being such a kind and supportive community to us.   

       All my love, Martha Gilliam 

Dear Ramsey, 

Thank you so much for your thoughtfulness for the wonderful Christmas bag just filled 

with useful, creative, and delicious things!  It was delivered by Jane Adams and Betty 

Walker, and they visited with me for awhile.  It always makes me feel better when they are 

here.  God bless each and every one of you. 

      Love, Constance 

Dear Ramsey UM Church family, 

Thank you so much for the very pretty 

poinsettia.  It has brightened up the difficult 

holidays for me and my family.  When I 

look at it, it’s a reminder of the love, care, 

thoughts and prayers from Ramsey Family.  

It means so much to me! 

  Love, Susan Dodson 

Ramsey Church Family, 

Ethel and I would like to thank you 

for the beautiful poinsettias and other good-

ies that Pat Beville brought to us.  It was so 

good to see a familiar face from Ramsey.  

We enjoyed the candy and the homemade 

pumpkin bread was delicious.  Thanks again 

for remembering us at Christmastime. 

   Love, Stuart & Ethel 

Ramsey Memorial Staff & Congre-

gation, 

Thank you so much for the beautiful shawl 

you gave us.  It will be put to good use as 

we care for our new baby.  Thank you also 

for the constant love, support, & prayers!  It 

means so much to us! 

Sincerely, Jeremy & Samantha Koontz 

I wish to thank all of my Ramsey Church 

family for all the cards, visits, calls and good 

during my recent surgery and stay in the hos-

pital and home.  I still have more surgery af-

ter the holidays, so keep praying.  Prayers are 

answered.  I love you all. 

   - Leroy Harris 

COMMUNION STEWARDS   

We are in need of more volunteers to sign up to be communion stewards 

in 2017.  We invite you to consider assisting us in worship in this very 

special way.  Volunteers can contact Debbie Southard, 370-9993 or 

Claudette Stuart, 338-0088 to sign up, or sign up on the yellow card in 

the bulletin. 

White Christmas 2016 report to the Congregation… 

A great big thank you to Scotty Doyle who has led this effort for many years! 

 2016 was another year in which the people of Ramsey Memorial reached out to help their 

congregation and neighbors. We helped 12 families (38 people) who in turn helped their 

extended families with gifts and food for numerous meals during the two week holiday pe-

riod.  Without the efforts of the individuals who worked so well together in our congrega-

tion, small groups and Sunday school classes this yearly outreach ministry would not be 

possible.  

Thanks are extended to those who continue to sponsor families: Agape Class, Kirkie Pow-

ell Class, New Spirit Class, Come and See, Hazel Gibbs Circle, McGuire Park Circle, 

Nina Woodfin Circle and the individuals who donated funds to the White Christmas pro-

gram which enabled us to sponsor more families and provide additional canned goods, 

milk, eggs and butter.  Thank you to the Otto Whitt Class who provided fresh apples, or-

anges, and hard candy.  Thank you to all those who donated frozen turkeys including 

Matt Amason, who provided additional turkeys from his place of employment.  Thank you 

to each individual who brought food and who helped sort, pack food bags and helped with 

delivery. They included Erin Shrader-Amason, Sue Wheat, Dan and Ann Hallinan, 

Carol and Gary Hotchkiss, Craig and Beth Lane, Steve Meadows, Sherry  and How-

ard Fox, Shelley Jump, Sally Wheat and Patrick, Mary Warman, Ann Wiley, Heath 

and Shelby Doyle with Kaylee and Dash.  Extra canned items were given to the Food 

Pantry which distributes food each month via the Ada Mae Bookman Circle. 

We continue to rejoice in our blessings. May we continue to open ourselves to the 

needs of others. God’s Blessings to each of you. 

- Scotty Doyle  



 United Methodist Women News:   

As I begin my year as the UMW President, I am excited to work with the circle members 

to Make 2017 a Great Year For Ramsey UMW!   

Please join us in collecting canceled stamps (please leave an inch around the stamps), Box 

Tops, and Campbell Soup labels. Place them in the box labeled STAMPS in the Narthex 

of the Education building. These stamps and labels are sold and the income is used for 

missions and education. 

WOW!!  A Great Big Thanks to the Ada Mae Bookman Circle, The Hazel Gibbs Circle, 

The McGuire Park Circle and The Nina Woodfin Circle members for all the cookies they 

provided for the Youth Dodgeball Tournament on Sunday, Jan. 15th.  The cookies were 

greatly appreciated as well as being DELICIOUS!  

Feb. 2- UMW Day at the General Assembly, Meet at Bon Air UMC at 7:00am for regis-

tration, Depart at 8:00am for the General Assembly, Leave from the General Assembly at 

12:00 Noon for Lunch, and Program. 

Feb. 11 - District Hearts for Justice Tea at Mechanicsville UMW, Meet at 10:15am for 

registration, 10:30am for Tea and Program: Focus: Children in Poverty, Speaker Beth No-

lan, Dir. of VOICES for Virginia Children, topic "Kids Count" . 

March, 2017- The District UMW is collecting membership information online to use in 

determining district programs geared to the interests of the Richmond UMW membership 

by using the program, myUMW.com.  Also starting is training and participation in the 

new online UMW Membership Census program; myUMWCensus.com. See Sue Wheat 

if you have questions. 

Nativity and Bethlehem Ministry: 

A BIG thank you goes out to the Ramsey Church family for all who worked on the Bethlehem 

and Nativity ministries.  We had numerous Visitors this year, some new for the first time and 

some who talked about the previous years they have come and how now this is part of their fam-

ily tradition.  We were able to collect 181 food items and $331 for the Food Pantry.   

It does take a village to ensure that these ministries are set-up, staffed, dressed, supplied with 

whatever is needed, feed, yard crew and finally putting the church back together in January. We 

can’t thank you enough for those that gave of their time, talents and of themselves during this 

very busy time of year.  Whether you participated in the presentation or behind the scene, we are 

grateful to everyone who took a moment out of their Holiday Schedule to help make the Living 

Nativity and Bethlehem happen.   Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for all that you did 

for these ministries.  We leave you with this quote on gratitude, “Feeling gratitude and not ex-

pressing it is like wrapping a present and not giving it” (William Arthur Ward).  God wrapped 

His present to us and we unwrapped it to share with our community.  Our gift was well re-

ceived.  Happy New Year.        

     - Debbie Garrett and Tammy Howe 

Love Baskets 

 

Thanks to everyone that helped to make the 2016 Christmas Love Baskets a huge success. 

Through your generous donations we were able to deliver 45 Love Baskets to our members and 

friends in the community. Our church family extended itself beyond the walls of the church into 

the lives of many of our members that cannot make it to church on a regular basis or not at all. 

The message from our members that can no longer make it to church is they miss church, they 

still love Ramsey and they miss YOU. We love remembering them and they love being remem-

bered. Thank you and God Bless You for helping with this worthy mission. 

 

      - Pat BEVILLE, Love Basket Chairman UMW 

Dear Ramsey Memorial UMC, 

Wow, and thank you. I cannot tell you how 

much your support meant to the USO and our 

service members who visit us each day.  We 

could not do it without you. 

Sincerely, Tricia Riggs, RIC USO Director 

Long Range Planning Team 

Our long-range planning team is in full swing, and they are 

making progress in their meetings, discussions, and pray-

ers.  Updates from the team will be presented soon at the 

Administrative Council.  Members of the long-range plan-

ning team are Nancy Hoover (chair), Butch Cheatham, 

Will Flynn, Chante Jacobs, JD Jump, Maria Sanchez, Ali 

Southard, Rick Vance, Ann Wiley, Pastor Deborah 

Koontz, and Pastora Norma Aguilar.   

Please join us in praying for our long-range planning team! 

 

 

In Memory 

The Ramsey Church family remembers those 

who have claimed the promise of resurrection 

this year. We offer prayers and thoughts to the 

family and friends. 

Stuart Baltz         Roy Simmons 



February—Febrero 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

10:00AM Pickleball 

6:00PM BWSL DreamChasers 

7:00PM Administrative Coun-
cil 

2 

8:00AM Care A Van 

9:30AM Prayer Group 

6:00PM James River HS 

7:00PM Estudio Biblico 

3 

6:00PM James River Home-
School 

4 

8:30AM BUCS  

9:00AM James River Home-
School  

10:30AM Come & See 

12:00PM BWSL DreamChas-
ers 

 

5 

9:00AM Worship Service 

9:30AM Sunday School 

11:00AM Worship Service 

11:00AM Escuela Dominical 

12:30 Servicio en Español 

6:30 Youth Group 

6 

8:00AM Care A Van 

6:00PM James River Home-
School 

7 

2:00PM McGuire Park Circle 

6:00PM BWSL DreamChasers 

 

8 

10:00AM Pickleball 

2:00PM Nina Woodfin Circle 

6:00PM BWSL DreamChasers 

7:00PM Trustees Meeting 

9 

8:00AM Care A Van 

9:30AM Prayer Group 

6:00PM James River HS 

7:00PM Estudio Biblico 

10 

Valentine’s Set-up 

11 

6:00PM Valentine’s Dinner 

Dance 

12 

9:00AM Worship Service 

9:30AM Sunday School 

11:00AM Worship Service 

11:00AM Escuela Dominical 

12:30 Servicio en Español 

6:30 Youth Group 

13 

6:00PM James River Home-
School 

14 

11:00 Ada Mae Bookman Cir-
cle 

6:00PM BWSL DreamChasers 

6:00PM Hazel Gibbs Circle 

15 

10:00AM Pickleball 

6:00PM BWSL DreamChasers 

7:00PM Finance 

16 

8:00AM Care A Van 

9:30AM Prayer Group 

6:00PM James River HS 

7:00PM Estudio Biblico 

17 

6:00PM James River Home-
School 

18 

9:00AM James River Home-
School  

10:30AM Come & See 

12:00PM BWSL DreamChas-
ers 

19 

9:00AM Worship Service 

9:30AM Sunday School 

11:00AM Worship Service 

11:00AM Escuela Dominical 

12:30 Servicio en Español 

6:30 Youth Group 

20 

6:00PM James River Home-
School 

21 

6:00PM BWSL DreamChasers 

22 

10:00AM Food Pantry 

10:00AM Pickleball 

6:00PM BWSL DreamChasers 

6:00PM SPPRC 

23 

8:00AM Care A Van 

9:30AM Prayer Group 

6:00PM James River HS 

7:00PM Estudio Biblico 

24 

6:00PM James River Home-
School 

25 

9:00AM James River Home-
School  

12:00PM BWSL DreamChas-
ers 

5:00PM Neighborhood Supper 

26 

9:00AM Worship Service 

9:30AM Sunday School 

11:00AM Worship Service 

11:00AM Escuela Dominical 

12:30 Servicio en Español 

6:30 Youth Group 

27 

6:00PM James River Home-
School 

28 

6:00PM BWSL DreamChasers 

    


