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What does God expect from us when it comes to the children?  I recently picked up a book 

by Chris Ritter, “Seven Things John Wesley Expected Us to Do for Kids.”  I am preparing 

and looking forward to a preaching series on this topic coming up in June.   

For this article, allow me the gift to take a trip down memory lane.  I recall the ministry of 

a Christian preschool that lovingly reached out to this young mom, as she herded her two 

little boys nervously into the classroom.  I remember the teachers that took the time to ask 

me how I was doing as a parent, and even prayed for me from time to time.  I remember the 

Sunday school teachers that patiently embraced our youngest son, during his fearful days, 

and handled his crying for weeks in an unfamiliar setting.  It took time; we all survived and 

were better for it.  I remember my first church assignment as a new pastor with two school 

age boys; the two congregations on the charge only had two or three other children. They 

were delighted to have our sons, and they told me- their new 30-something pastor, that I 

was their ‘youth ministry.’  They trained me up well as a new pastor.  I remember one    

occasion when Brian thought I was bringing home the boy after church, and I thought he 

was bringing the boy home after church… and the church stayed with our little boy, and 

made sure he was safe and loved until they could get a hold of one of us parents to come 

and get him! (A couple of hours later…Oh my!) 

I remember the Easter Egg Hunts, and Vacation Bible Schools… something I  never       

experienced as a child.  One of the congregations told me they were ‘too old’ to have a 

children’s ministry; and they could never put on a VBS.  Lo and behold, together we made 

plans for a one day VBS; it worked well and was a great blessing for that congregation. 

I remember coming to Ramsey, and the earnest praying for the children to come… and they 

came! God is faithful!  I remember our first ‘bilingual’ VBS, and our nervousness over 

how we would minister in two languages.  I remember the look on Fernando’s face, and on 

Pastora Norma’s face when the children came; and I recall the many times these wonderful 

servant leaders have gone to ‘get the children.’  I remember the children lining up with the 

men of the church to receive their very own bible and the men of the church’s blessing. I 

remember when a child preached the sermon at Ramsey one Sunday!  What does God ex-

pect from us, when it comes to the children?  Faith, hope and love… but the greatest of 

these is Love.  Thank you to all who minister to the children! 

A child at heart-   

Pastor Deb 

VBS 

Please mark your calendars for Vacation Bible School 

which will be during the last week in July--- July 24th 

through July 28th from 6:00pm until 8:30pm.  We hope 

you will make your Vacation plans around this week 

so you will be able to attend.  We look forward to a 

great week as always.  If you would like to volunteer 

to help with vacation Bible school, please fill-out a 

yellow card and drop it in the offering plate on a Sun-

day morning or call the church office 276-4628 to sign 

up.  Look for more to come in 

our June and July newsletter. 

 

Our Community Spring Festival 

was on Saturday, April 23rd and 

was a great success and a great 

turnout.  As Coordinator of the 

Community Spring Festival, I, Sue 

Newman, would like to take this time to “THANK” 

everyone that helped with the Community Spring Fes-

tival.  It takes a village to make it happen.  It takes 

people to help set-up and take-down, it takes people to 

cook the food and serve it, it takes people to bake 

cakes, it takes people to help with the games.  There 

are people who help with posters and fliers, there are 

people who put the posters and fliers up all around our 

community, there are people who make phone calls, 

there are people who take pictures, there are people 

who help with the information needed for each game, 

there are people that are there all day and there are 

people who give half a day.  Put all the people together 

and it took a village.  Thank you all upon thanks and I 

want you to know how much you all blessed my day 

and I hope you had a blessed day as well. 

- Sue Newman 

 

 

 

 

 

June 4th, 2017 

CHURCH WORK DAY  

MAY 6TH 
Come out and help with church 

maintenance.  We have more lights to 

be updated, there is work on the      

Hispanic sign outside (weather        

permitting), and lots of other      

maintenance.  Everyone is invited.  

We will start at 9am. 

July 30th will be our 5th Sunday 

combined worship service. 

Mission Trip 

The Ramsey Mission team is going to 

the Appomatox Area June 16th—22nd. 



Desde un Rincón pastoral 

Muchas son las historias y experiencias que pudiéramos contar como ministros de Dios sirvien-

do en Ramsey.  Pero, por hoy simplemente quiero compartir con ustedes parte del artículo y 

algunas de las experiencias que la pastora Deborah ha compartido en el periódico de este mes.   

Ella comienza su artículo preguntando, ¿Qué es lo que Dios espera de nosotros?  y para respon-

der a esta pregunta es necesario, como lo expresa la pastora Deb, "que recorramos el sendero de 

los recuerdos". Ella comienza compartiendo su experiencia con sus dos hijos, ese día cuando 

por primera vez los llevo al salón de clases de preschool.  Una de las experiencias que ella re-

cuerda muy bien es la manera de como los instructores les recibieron y aun mas como tomaron 

el tiempo para orar por ella.  Luego continua compartiendo su experiencia y como en cierto mo-

mento la iglesia se quedo con sus hijos después de que ella y su esposo Brian se  confundieron 

acerca de quien debería de haber recogido a los niños después de la iglesia. Pero lo más valiosa 

de esta historia es de como la iglesia respondió cuidando y protegiendo a los niños hasta que 

uno de los padres llegara por ellos (horas después…ay señor) 

En sus muchos recuerdos, pastor Deb, recuerda la famosa búsquedas de huevos en tiempo de 

cuaresma, las escuelas bíblicas de vacaciones…algo comenta ella, "que nunca experimente de 

niña" Una de sus experiencias como pastora es cuando fue asignada a una congregación que le 

dijo, que ellos eran demasiado viejos para el ministerio de los niños y que nunca serian capaces 

de celebrar escuela bíblica de vacaciones. Pero para su maravilla, juntos planearon un día de 

escuela bíblica de verano y funciono muy bien siendo de mucha bendición para esa congrega-

ción.    

Recuerdo también, continua contando pastor Deb, que cuando llegue a Ramsey, nuestra iglesia 

oraba para que los niños llegaran, ¡y los niños llegaron! ¡Verdaderamente Dios es fiel!  Tam-

bién recuerdo nuestra primera escuela bíblica de verano bilingüe y nuestro nerviosismo de co-

mo lograríamos ministrar en los dos idiomas. Recuerdo la cara de Fernando y la pastora Norma 

cuando los niños llegaron. Recuerdo como los niños hacían fila para recibir sus biblias por parte 

de los caballeros de la iglesia.  Recuerdo también ese día  cuando uno de los niños nos predico 

un sermón!  ¿Qué es lo que Dios espera de nosotros?  Fe, esperanza y amor…pero el más gran-

de de estos es el amor.  ¡Gracias a todos los que ministran a los niños! 

Con corazón de niña - 

Pastora Deb.   y  Pastora Norma  

Come and See 

The Come and See small group will be meeting at 

10:30am on May 6th and May 20th.  Come join us 

as we continue our study of James in the book “This 

Changes Everything”.   

BIRTHDAYS—CUMPLEAÑOS 

Shirley Wiegand 22 

Freddy Lainez 23 

Linda Wilkes 25 

Chris Sweat 25 

John Inge 25 

Rebecca Bonilla 25 

Stephanie Moran 27 

Donna Cottrell 27 

Rayven Brown 28 

Aly McClure 28 

Carole Harper 30 

Ashley Afsharie 31 

ANNIVERSARIES—ANIVERSARIOS 

Erin & Matt Amason 3 

Nonie & Brian Barnstein 5 

Laura & Jason McHale 7 

Roger & Nancy Hoover 7 

Roger & Margaret Wooldridge 11 

Carol & Gary Hotchkiss 28 

Brenda Cameron 2 

Shirley Lawrence 3 

Olive Hughes 8 

Debbie Garrett 8 

Daniel Bisset 8 

Hattie Graham 9 

Harry Newman 15 

Mike Southard 17 

David Sweat 18 

Kathie Atkinson 18 

Julie Allanson 18 

Roger Hoover 21 

Blood Drive 

Sunday, May 7th, 

9:00am-12:30pm 

Our quota is 15 units.   

Blood type “O Negative” is critically 

needed.  Sign up in your Sunday 

School class or on the bulletin board 

in the CLC, or with Scotty Doyle,  

744-3034. 

The 2017 session of the Virginia   

Annual Conference will be held June 

16-18 at the Hampton Roads Con-

vention Center.  

This Year's Theme 

A New Thing (Isaiah 43:19 -- "See, I 

am doing a new thing! Now it springs 

up; do you not perceive it? I am mak-

ing a way in the wilderness and 

streams in the wasteland.") 

The Virginia Annual Conference  

offering has set a goal of $200,000 to 

go towards Virginia Long Term   

Disaster Recovery, Virginia         

Volunteers in Mission, Ethnic       

Minority Missional Ministry, and 

ministries in Cambodia, Brazil, and 

Mozambique. 

Learn more about our upcoming an-

nual conference at  

VAUMC.org/AC2017. 



55+ Luncheon:  

Our 55+ Luncheons are back!  Join us at noon in 

the fellowship hall on Friday, May 

12th for good food and fellow-

ship.  Don’t forget to RSVP! 

 United Methodist Women News:   

The UMW is assembling kits for Conference and UMCOR:  

If you would like to contribute, choose a type of kit (Bathing, School, Health, Bedding, Baby/

Layette kit), purchase the items needed (Sue Wheat has the item lists), and bring them on May 

10th at 2pm to assemble them in the Fellowship Hall.  All are welcome to join.   

Thank you: I would like to thank everyone for their help and support with the UMW Sunday. 

Thanks to Scotty Doyle and Peggy Early for two fantastic sermons. I was overwhelmed by the 

positive comments  from UMW members as well as from the congregation. 

Upcoming events:  

April 28-30, 2017 The Conference on UMW Spiritual Life Retreat will be held at the Northern 

Virginia at 4-H Center in Front Royal, Virginia.  

June 2-3, 2017 "On The Road Again In Mission Express" to the UMW Day at Ferrum College in 

Ferrum, Virginia. 

June 17, 2017  UMW Breakfast at the Virginia Annual Conference at the Hampton Convention 

Center in Hampton, Virginia. 

July 28-29, 2017   The Virginia Conference Mission Encounter is to be held at the Bon Air 

UMC with four topics: Climate Justice, Living as a Covenant Community, Missionary Confer-

ence of the UMC in the USA and Children's Class Study on Missionary Conferences.  

If you would like more information, please call Sue Wheat at 303-1670. 

In Memory  

The Ramsey Church family remembers those 

who claimed the promise of resurrection this 

year. We offer prayers and thoughts to the family 

and friends. 

Stuart Baltz        Roy Simmons    Virginia Harris 



The BUCS are hosting a 3-week men’s DVD Bible Study and Grill Night. The study is 

“Tough As Nails” by Andy Stanley. We will meet on April 24, May 1, and May 8 in the Agape 

classroom. We grill at 6PM and start the DVD and study at 6:40PM. You do not need to buy a 

book. You do not need to bring any 

sides, bread, dessert or beverage. All you 

need to bring is yourself and whatever 

you want to grill (protein or otherwise).  

Please - Camp and Canoe with 

the BUCS in Luray, Virginia on the 

South Fork of the Shenandoah River on 

June 9-11. Will Flynn has planned a 

wonderful weekend retreat for all men of 

the church age 12 or older (and their 

sons, grandsons, nephews or friends). 

Cost is $45 per man and includes 

campsite with facilities and hot showers, 

canoe and equipment (paddles and life 

vests) and two breakfasts, lunch and one 

dinner. We will spend about 4 hours (11 

miles) on one of the prettiest rivers in the 

United States. Smallmouth bass fishing 

is usually good on this stretch and there 

are enough, riffles, ledges and one Class 

III rapid run called Compton’s Rapids to 

make it fun. What a deal!!! For more in-

formation contact Will Flynn or Craig 

Lane. Twenty spaces have been reserved 

and we need a commitment with funds 

by Monday May 8 please. 

- S. Craig Lane 

IMPACT Richmond 

Our youth will be doing another mission trip this summer!  The 

dates of the trip are July 9th-15th.  The local mission project 

that we are assigned to will depend on the skill-sets of the chap-

erones that we bring, and the chaperones will also drive the 

youth to the worksite.  Last year, we replaced a kitchen floor, 

replaced an external door, painted, caulked, sealed a fireplace, 

dismantled a fence, and much more.  Other groups constructed 

wooden decks, laid concrete sidewalks, and did roofing.  We 

are in need of chaperones who have skills in any of these areas 

of home repair, construction, or yard work.  Please contact Sa-

rah if you are able to chaperone (you do not need to spend the 

night, and you do not need to stay the whole week).  We are 

also still raising funds for the trip, as the cost is $300 per person 

(for both youth and chaperones), so please consider a donation 

to be designated for this very powerful experience in the lives 

of our youth!       

B & K Towing 

The Church has updated our 

towing policy.  B & K Tow-

ing will tow vehicles left in 

our parking lot overnight.  

New signs have been in-

stalled in the parking lot, 

and motorists have been 

notified.  Parking passes can 

be obtained from the 

Church as exceptions to the 

towing policy, in the event 

of an overnight or late night 

church function. 

Mother’s Day 

Once again, the Kirkie Powell Class is sponsoring the Mother’s 

Day bulletin insert.  For only 50 cents, you can honor your 

Mom on her special day, May 14th.      

Envelopes will be in the pew racks for your convenience. 

Youth & Graduation Sunday 

May 7th will be our youth Sunday, 

when our high schoolers and middle 

schoolers will lead us in worship.  

Also on this day, we will recognize 

all of our graduates!  If someone in 

your family is graduating from high 

school, college, or other institution, 

please let us know so that we may 

celebrate with you!  Contact the 

church office or 

speak with Sue 

Newman as soon as 

possible. 

One of our guests has attended 

frequently, sometimes with her 

family members.  She always 

seems to enjoy the conversations 

we have with them and the opportunity to get to know 

us better and tell us about herself, as well.  When I 

went to visit a church member last week, recovering 

from an illness, I was pleasantly surprised to discover 

our supper guest was the church member’s room-

mate.  We were able to visit with her, as well as the 

church member, and the two of them had already dis-

covered the Ramsey connection.  This was an addition-

al way we connected with our extended church family 

and community.—Beverly Rugani 

The next Neighborhood Supper is  

May 27, 5:00 PM in the CLC 



May—Mayo 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

8:00AM Care A Van 

6:00PM BUCS Bible Study 

6:00PM James River HS 

6:00PM Long Range Planning 

6:30PM H.A.S.A 

2 

2:00PM McGuire Park Circle 

6:00PM BWSL DreamChasers 

6:30PM EL/CIVICS 

3 

10:00AM Pickleball 

6:00PM BWSL DreamChas-
ers 

6:30PM H.A.S.A 

7:00PM Administrative 
Council 

4 

8:00AM Care A Van 

9:30AM Prayer Group 

6:00PM James River HS 

6:30PM EL/CIVICS 

7:00PM Estudio Biblico 

5 

6:00PM James River HS 

6 

8:30AM BUCS  

9:00AM Church Work Day 

10:00AM H.A.S.A 

10:30AM Come & See 

12:00PM BWSL DreamChas-
ers 

7 Youth/Graduation Sunday 

9:00AM Worship Service 

9:30AM Sunday School 

11:00AM Worship Service 

11:00AM Escuela Dominical 

12:30 Servicio en Español 

 

8 

6:00PM BUCS Bible Study 

6:00PM James River HS 

6:30PM H.A.S.A 

9 

8:00AM Care A Van 

11:00 Ada Mae Bookman Cir-
cle 

6:00PM BWSL DreamChasers 

6:00PM Hazel Gibbs Circle 

6:30PM EL/CIVICS 

10 

10:00AM Pickleball 

2:00PM Nina Woodfin Circle 

6:00PM Trustees 

6:00PM BWSL DreamChas-
ers 

6:30PM H.A.S.A 

11 

8:00AM Care A Van 

9:30AM Prayer Group 

6:00PM James River HS 

6:00PM Hispanic Citizens  

6:30PM EL/CIVICS 

12 

12:00PM 55+ Luncheon 

6:00PM James River HS 

13 

10:00AM H.A.S.A 

12:00PM BWSL DreamChas-
ers 

14 Mother’s Day 

9:00AM Worship Service 

9:30AM Sunday School 

11:00AM Worship Service 

11:00AM Escuela Dominical 

12:30 Servicio en Español 

6:30 Youth Group 

15 

6:00PM James River HS 

6:30PM H.A.S.A 

16 

6:00PM BWSL DreamChasers 

6:30PM EL/CIVICS 

17 

10:00AM Food Pantry 

10:00AM Pickleball 

6:30PM H.A.S.A 

6:00PM BWSL DreamChas-
ers 

7:00PM Finance 

18 

8:00AM Care A Van 

9:30AM Prayer Group 

6:00PM James River HS 

6:30PM EL/CIVICS 

19 

6:00PM James River HS 

20 

10:00AM H.A.S.A 

10:30Am Come & See 

12:00PM BWSL DreamChas-
ers 

21 

9:00AM Worship Service 

9:30AM Sunday School 

11:00AM Worship Service 

11:00AM Escuela Dominical 

12:30 Servicio en Español 

6:30 Youth Group 

22 

6:00PM James River HS 

6:30PM H.A.S.A 

23 

6:00PM BWSL DreamChasers 

6:30PM EL/CIVICS 

24 

10:00AM Pickleball 

6:00PM BWSL DreamChas-
ers 

6:30PM H.A.S.A 

25 

8:00AM Care A Van 

9:30AM Prayer Group 

6:00PM James River HS 

6:30PM EL/CIVICS 

26 

6:00PM James River HS 

27 

10:00AM H.A.S.A 

12:00PM BWSL DreamChas-
ers 

5:00PM Neighborhood Sup-
per 

28 Hispanic Ministry off-site 

9:00AM Worship Service 

9:30AM Sunday School 

11:00AM Worship Service 

6:30 Youth Group 

29 

6:00PM James River HS 

6:30PM H.A.S.A 

30 

6:00PM BWSL DreamChasers 

6:30PM EL/CIVICS 

31 

6:00PM SPPRC 

6:00PM BWSL DreamChas-
ers 

6:30PM H.A.S.A 

   


