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WELCOME 
12 /24 /2020  

JOY TO  

THE WORLD 

Thur sday  

PRELUDE 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
CANDLE LIGHTING  
SONG  

LIGHTING OF THE  
ADVENT WREATH 
 
HYMN 

Love came down at Christmas 

Love all lovely  

Love divine 

Love was born at Christmas 

Star and angels gave the sign. 

 

Worship we the Godhead 

Love incarnate  

Love divine 

Worship we our Jesus  

But where with for sacred sign?  

Love shall be our token 

Love be yours and love be mine 

Love to God and all men 

Love for plea and gift and sign 

O Come, All Ye Faithful #234 

O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 
Refrain: 
O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him, 
O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 
True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal, 
lo, he shuns not the Virgin's womb; 
Son of the Father, begotten not created; 
(Refrain) 
 
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; 
O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest; 
(Refrain) 

Love Came Down at Christmas #242 



(NRSV) 

John 1: 1-14 (MSG) 

See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle, 
leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze; 
we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps; 
(Refrain) 
 
Child, for us sinners poor and in the manger, 
we would embrace thee with love and awe. 
Who would not love thee, loving us so dearly? 
(Refrain) 
 
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning, 
Jesus, to thee be all glory given. 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing  
(Refrain) 

SCRIPTURE Luke 2: 1-20 

2 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also 
went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5 He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 
a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And 
she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him 
in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the         
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 
the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; 18 and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

1-2 The Word was first, the Word present to God, God present to the Word. 
The Word was God, in readiness for God from day one. 

3-5 Everything was created through him; nothing—not one thing!— 
came into being without him. 
What came into existence was Life, and the Life was Light to live by. 
The Life-Light blazed out of the darkness; the darkness couldn’t put it out. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC 



The World’s Christmas List: Someone to Love 

Silent Night #239 

MEDITATION 
 
COMMUNION &  
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LIGHTING OF  
OUR CANDLES 
 
HYMN 

6-8 There once was a man, his name John, sent by God to point out the way to the 
Life-Light. He came to show everyone where to look, who to believe in. John was 
not himself the Light; he was there to show the way to the Light. 

9-13 The Life-Light was the real thing: Every person entering Life he brings into 
Light. 
He was in the world, the world was there through him, and yet the world didn’t 
even notice. 
He came to his own people, but they didn’t want him. But whoever did want him, 
who believed he was who he claimed and would do what he said, He made to be 
their true selves, their child-of-God selves. These are the God-begotten, not blood-
begotten, not flesh-begotten, not sex-begotten. 

14 The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood. We saw 
the glory with our own eyes, the one-of-a-kind glory, like Father, like Son, 
Generous inside and out, true from start to finish. 

Rev. Claudia Stallings 

DISMISSAL WITH  
BLESSING 

Our Father, which art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory, for ever.  

Amen. 

Silent night, holy night, 
all is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin 
mother and child. 
Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, 
sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night, holy night, 
shepherds quake at the sight; 
glories stream from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born! 

Silent night, holy night, 
Son of God, love's pure light; 
radiant beams from thy holy face 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 
Silent night, holy night, 
wondrous star, lend thy light; 
with the angels let us sing, 
Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born,  

Christ the Savior is born! 


