
PRELUDE 

HYMN 

 Be not dismayed whate'er betide, 
God will take care of you; 
beneath his wings of love abide, 
God will take care of you. 
 
Refrain: 
God will take care of you, 
through every day, o'er all the way; 
he will take care of you, 
God will take care of you. 
 
Through days of toil when heart doth 
fail, 
God will take care of you; 
when dangers fierce your path assail, 
God will take care of you. 
(Refrain) 
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OPENING PRAYER 

All you may need he will provide, 
God will take care of you; 
nothing you ask will be denied, 
God will take care of you. 
(Refrain) 
 

No matter what may be the test, 
God will take care of you; 
lean, weary one, upon his breast, 
God will take care of you. 
(Refrain)  
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(NRSV) 

How Many Sprinkles Are on Your Cupcake?  

SCRIPTURE Matthew 20: 1-16  

Rev. Claudia Stallings SERMON 

20 “For the Kingdom of Heaven is like the landowner who went out early 
one morning to hire workers for his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay the normal 
daily wage and sent them out to work. 3 “At nine o’clock in the morning he 
was passing through the marketplace and saw some people standing around 
doing nothing. 4 So he hired them, telling them he would pay them whatever 
was right at the end of the day. 5 So they went to work in the vineyard. At 
noon and again at three o’clock he did the same thing. 6 “At five o’clock that 
afternoon he was in town again and saw some more people standing around. 
He asked them, ‘Why haven’t you been working today?’ 7 “They replied, 
‘Because no one hired us.’ “The landowner told them, ‘Then go out and join 
the others in my vineyard.’ 8 “That evening he told the foreman to call the 
workers in and pay them, beginning with the last workers first. 9 When those 
hired at five o’clock were paid, each received a full day’s wage. 10 When 
those hired first came to get their pay, they assumed they would receive 
more. But they, too, were paid a day’s wage. 11 When they received their 
pay, they protested to the owner, 12 ‘Those people worked only one hour, 
and yet you’ve paid them just as much as you paid us who worked all day in 
the scorching heat.’ 13 “He answered one of them, ‘Friend, I haven’t been 
unfair! Didn’t you agree to work all day for the usual wage? 14 Take your 
money and go. I wanted to pay this last worker the same as you. 15 Is it 
against the law for me to do what I want with my money? Should you be  

jealous because I am kind to others?’ 16 “So those who are last now will be 
first then, and those who are first will be last.” 

(NLT) Matthew 20: 1-16  

20 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers 
for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out 
about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 4 and he 
said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is 
right.’ So they went. 5 When he went out again about noon and about three 
o’clock, he did the same. 6 And about five o’clock he went out and found 
others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle 
all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, 
‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8 When evening came, the owner of the 
vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay,  

beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ 9 When those hired about 
five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 10 Now when 
the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also 
received the usual daily wage. 11 And when they received it, they grumbled 
against the landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you 
have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the 
scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no 
wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14 Take what 
belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to 
you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or 
are you envious because I am generous?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the 
first will be last.” 



All Who Hunger  #2126 HYMN 

DISMISSAL WITH  
BLESSING 

All who hunger, gather gladly;  

Holy manna is our bread. 

Come from wilderness  

And wandering. 

Here, in truth, we will be fed.  

You that yearn for 

Days of fullness, 

All around us, is our food.  

Taste and see the grace eternal.  

Taste and see that God is good.  

 

All who hunger, never strangers; 

Seeker, be a welcome guest.  

Come from restlessness 

And roaming.  

Here, in joy, we keep the feast.  

We that once were  

Lost and scattered 

In communion’s love has stood.  

Taste and see the grace eternal.  

Taste and see that God is good.  

All who hunger, sing together; 

Jesus Christ is living bread.  

Come from loneliness 

And longing.  

Here, in peace, we have been led. 

Blest are those who  

From this table 

Live their lives in gratitude.  

Taste and see the grace eternal.  

Taste and see that God is good.  

CONSECRATING OUR 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  
Praise Him all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts. 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

DOXOLOGY 

Our Father, which art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

PRAYER &  

LORD’S PRAYER 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory, for ever.  

Amen. 

CONSECRATION OF 

HOLY COMMUNION 


