
PRELUDE 

HYMN 

Christ beside me,  

Christ before me,  

Christ behind me,  

King of my heart; 

Christ within me,  

Christ below me,  

Christ above me never to part.  

 

Christ on my right hand,  

Christ on my left hand,  

Christ all around me, 

Shield in the strife; 

Christ in my sleeping,  

Christ in my sitting,  

Christ in my rising light of my life.  
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Christ beside me,  

Christ before me,  

Christ behind me,  

King of my heart; 

Christ within me,  

Christ below me,  

Christ above me never to part.  
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(NLT) 

19 When Ahab got home, he told Jezebel everything Elijah had done, including the way he had 
killed all the prophets of Baal. 2 So Jezebel sent this message to Elijah: “May the gods strike me 
and even kill me if by this time tomorrow I have not killed you just as you killed them.” 3 Elijah 
was afraid and fled for his life. He went to Beersheba, a town in Judah, and he left his servant 
there. 4 Then he went on alone into the wilderness, traveling all day. He sat down under a soli-
tary broom tree and prayed that he might die. “I have had enough, Lord,” he said. “Take my life, 
for I am no better than my ancestors who have already died.” 5 Then he lay down and slept un-
der the broom tree. But as he was sleeping, an angel touched him and told him, “Get up and 
eat!” 6 He looked around and there beside his head was some bread baked on hot stones and a 
jar of water! So he ate and drank and lay down again. 7 Then the angel of the Lord came again 
and touched him and said, “Get up and eat some more, or the journey ahead will be too much for 
you.” 8 So he got up and ate and drank, and the food gave him enough strength to travel forty 
days and forty nights to Mount Sinai, the mountain of God.  

(NRSV) SCRIPTURE 1 Kings 19: 1-18 

19 Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the prophets with the 
sword. 2 Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, “So may the gods do to me, and more 
also, if I do not make your life like the life of one of them by this time tomorrow.” 3 Then he was 
afraid; he got up and fled for his life, and came to Beer-sheba, which belongs to Judah; he left his 
servant there. 4 But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down 
under a solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die: “It is enough; now, O Lord, take away my 
life, for I am no better than my ancestors.” 5 Then he lay down under the broom tree and fell 
asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him and said to him, “Get up and eat.” 6 He looked, and there 
at his head was a cake baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. He ate and drank, and lay down 
again. 7 The angel of the Lord came a second time, touched him, and said, “Get up and eat, other-
wise the journey will be too much for you.” 8 He got up, and ate and drank; then he went in the 
strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of God. 9 At that place he 
came to a cave, and spent the night there. Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What 
are you doing here, Elijah?” 10 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of 
hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your 
prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 11 He 
said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.” Now 
there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces be-
fore the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but 
the Lord was not in the earthquake; 12 and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the 
fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his 
mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that 
said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, 
the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and 
killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it 
away.” 15 Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; 
when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16 Also you shall anoint Jehu son of 
Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as proph-
et in your place. 17 Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and whoever es-
capes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18 Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the 
knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.” 

1 Kings 19: 1-18 



Little Dip, Big God Rev. Claudia Stallings SERMON 

CONSECRATING OUR 

TITHES & OFFERINGS 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  
Praise Him all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts. 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory, for ever.  

Amen. 

PRAYER &  
LORD’S PRAYER 

DOXOLOGY 

Leader: The word of God for the people of God. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

9 There he came to a cave, where he spent the night. But the Lord said to him, “What are you 
doing here, Elijah?” 10 Elijah replied, “I have zealously served the Lord God Almighty. But the 
people of Israel have broken their covenant with you, torn down your altars, and killed every 
one of your prophets. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me, too.” 11 “Go out 
and stand before me on the mountain,” the Lord told him. And as Elijah stood there, 
the Lord passed by, and a mighty windstorm hit the mountain. It was such a terrible blast that 
the rocks were torn loose, but the Lord was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earth-
quake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake. 12 And after the earthquake there was a fire, but 
the Lord was not in the fire. And after the fire there was the sound of a gentle whisper. 13 When 
Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his cloak and went out and stood at the entrance of the 
cave. And a voice said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14 He replied again, “I have zealous-
ly served the Lord God Almighty. But the people of Israel have broken their covenant with you, 
torn down your altars, and killed every one of your prophets. I am the only one left, and now 
they are trying to kill me, too.” 15 Then the Lord told him, “Go back the same way you came, 
and travel to the wilderness of Damascus. When you arrive there, anoint Hazael to be king of 
Aram. 16 Then anoint Jehu grandson of Nimshi to be king of Israel, and anoint Elisha son of 
Shaphat from the town of Abel-meholah to replace you as my prophet. 17 Anyone who escapes 
from Hazael will be killed by Jehu, and those who escape Jehu will be killed by Elisha! 18 Yet I 
will preserve 7,000 others in Israel who have never bowed down to Baal or kissed him!” 



Great is Thy Faithfulness  #140 HYMN 

DISMISSAL WITH  
BLESSING 

Great is thy faithfulness,  

O God my Father; 

There is no shadow  

Of turning with thee,  

Thou changest not,  

Thy compassions,  

They fail not; 

As thou hast been,  

Thou forever wilt be. 

(Refrain) 

Great is thy faithfulness! 

Great is thy faithfulness!  

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed thy hand hath provided; 

Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 

Summer and winter  

And springtime 

And harvest, 

Sun, moon, and stars 

In their courses above 

Join with all nature  

In manifold witness 

To thy great faithfulness, 

Mercy, and love.  
(Refrain) 

Pardon for sin 

And a peace That endureth,  

Thine own dear presence  

To cheer and to guide; 

Strength for today  

And a bright hope 

For tomorrow, 

Blessings all mine,  

With ten thousand beside!
(Refrain) 


