March 12, 2023

Third Sunday in Lent
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PRELUDE
OPENING PRAYER

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

HYMN

1. There's within my heart a melody
Jesus whispers sweet and low: ]
Fear not, | am with thee, peace, be still,
in all of life's ebb and flow.

Refrain;

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus,
sweetest name | know,
fills my every longing,
keeps me singing as | go.

2. All my life was wrecked by sin and strife,
discord Tilled my heart with pain;

Jesus swept across the broken strings,
stirred the slumbering chords again.

Refrain

3. Though sometimes he leads through waters
deep, trials fall across the way,

though sometimes the path seems rough and
steep, see his footprints all the way.

SPECIAL MUSIC

There’s Within My Heart a Melody
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UMH 380

Refrain

4. Feasting on the riches of his grace,
resting neath his sheltering wing,
always looking on his smiling face,
that is why | shout and sing.

Refrain

5. Soon he's coming back to welcome me
far beyond the starry sky;

| shall'wing my flight to worlds unknown;

| shall reign with him on high.

Refrain



SCRIPTURE
NRSV

5 So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of
ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well
was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the
well. It was about noon. 7 A Samaritan woman came to draw wa-
ter, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (His disciples had
gone to the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him,
“How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samar-
ia?” (Jews do not share things in common with Samari-

tans.) 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and
who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,” you would have
asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 11 The
woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is
deep. Where do you get that living water? 12 Are you greater than
our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well and with his sons and
his flocks drank from it?” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who
drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but those who drink of
the water that | will give them will never be thirsty. The water that |
will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eter-
nal life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so
that | may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw
water.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come
back.” 17 The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus
said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘| have no husband, 18 for
you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not
your husband. What you have said is true!” 19 The woman said to
him, “Sir, | see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors wor-
shiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people
must worship is in Jerusalem.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Woman,
believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You worship what
you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from
the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming and is now here when the

NLT

5 Eventually he came to the Samaritan village of Sychar, near the
field that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there;
and Jesus, tired from the long walk, sat wearily beside the well
about noontime. 7 Soon a Samaritan woman came to draw water,
and Jesus said to her, “Please give me a drink.” 8 He was alone
at the time because his disciples had gone into the village to buy
some food. 9 The woman was surprised, for Jews refuse to have
anything to do with Samaritans. She said to Jesus, “You are a
Jew, and | am a Samaritan woman. Why are you asking me for a
drink?” 10 Jesus replied, “If you only knew the gift God has for
you and who you are speaking to, you would ask me, and | would
give you living water.” 11 “But sir, you don’t have a rope or a
bucket,” she said, “and this well is very deep. Where would you
get this living water? 12 And besides, do you think you’re greater
than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us this well? How can you
offer better water than he and his sons and his animals en-
joyed?”13 Jesus replied, “Anyone who drinks this water will soon
become thirsty again. 14 But those who drink the water | give will
never be thirsty again. It becomes a fresh, bubbling spring within
them, giving them eternal life.” 15 “Please, sir,” the woman said,
“give me this water! Then I'll never be thirsty again, and | won’t
have to come here to get water.” 16 “Go and get your hus-
band,” Jesus told her. 17 “l don’t have a husband,” the woman
replied. Jesus said, “You're right! You don’t have a husband—
18 for you have had five husbands, and you aren’t even married
to the man you’re living with now. You certainly spoke the truth!”
19 “Sir,” the woman said, “you must be a prophet. 20 So tell me,
why is it that you Jews insist that Jerusalem is the only place of
worship, while we Samaritans claim it is here at Mount Gerizim
where our ancestors worshiped?” 21 Jesus replied, “Believe me,
dear woman, the time is coming when it will no longer matter
whether you worship the Father on this mountain or in Jerusa-
lem. 22 You Samaritans know very little about the one you wor-
ship, while we Jews know all about him, for salvation comes
through the Jews. 23 But the time is coming—indeed it’s here

John 4:5-42

true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the
Father seeks such as these to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and
those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The
woman said to him, “| know that Messiah is coming” (who is called
Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to

us.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to
you.” 27 Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that
he was speaking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you
want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” 28 Then the woman
left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the peo-
ple, 29 “Come and see a man who told me everything | have ever
done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” 30 They left the city
and were on their way to him. 31 Meanwhile the disciples were
urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 32 But he said to them, “I
have food to eat that you do not know about.” 33 So the disciples
said to one another, “Surely no one has brought him something to
eat?” 34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who
sent me and to complete his work. 35 Do you not say, ‘Four
months more, then comes the harvest'? But | tell you, look around
you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 36 The reaper
is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so
that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37 For here the say-
ing holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38 | sent you to
reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and
you have entered into their labor.” 39 Many Samaritans from that
city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told
me everything | have ever done.” 40 So when the Samaritans
came to him, they asked him to stay with them, and he stayed
there two days. 41 And many more believed because of his

word. 42 They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what
you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we
know that this is truly the Savior of the world.”

now—when true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and in
truth. The Father is looking for those who will worship him that
way. 24 For God is Spirit, so those who worship him must worship
in spirit and in truth.” 25 The woman said, “I know the Messiah is
coming—the one who is called Christ. When he comes, he will
explain everything to us.” 26 Then Jesus told her, “| am the Mes-
siah!” 27 Just then his disciples came back. They were shocked
to find him talking to a woman, but none of them had the nerve to
ask, “What do you want with her?” or “Why are you talking to
her?” 28 The woman left her water jar beside the well and ran
back to the village, telling everyone, 29 “Come and see a man
who told me everything | ever did! Could he possibly be the Mes-
siah?” 30 So the people came streaming from the village to see
him. 31 Meanwhile, the disciples were urging Jesus, “Rabbi, eat
something.” 32 But Jesus replied, “| have a kind of food you know
nothing about.” 33 “Did someone bring him food while we were
gone?” the disciples asked each other. 34 Then Jesus ex-
plained: “My nourishment comes from doing the will of God, who
sent me, and from finishing his work. 35 You know the saying,
‘Four months between planting and harvest.’ But | say, wake up
and look around. The fields are already ripe for harvest. 36 The
harvesters are paid good wages, and the fruit they harvest is peo-
ple brought to eternal life. What joy awaits both the planter and
the harvester alike! 37 You know the saying, ‘One plants and an-
other harvests.” And it’s true. 38 | sent you to harvest where you
didn’t plant; others had already done the work, and now you will
get to gather the harvest.” 39 Many Samaritans from the village
believed in Jesus because the woman had said, “He told me eve-
rything | ever did!” 40 When they came out to see him, they
begged him to stay in their village. So he stayed for two

days, 41 long enough for many more to hear his message and
believe. 42 Then they said to the woman, “Now we believe, not
just because of what you told us, but because we have heard him
ourselves. Now we know that he is indeed the Savior of the
world.”



SERMON Facing the Cross: Knowing Us Inside Out Pastor Claudia Stallings
PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, which art in heaven, as we forgive those

hallowed be thy Name. who trespass against us.

Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be And lead us not into temptation,

done on earth, as it is in heaven. but deliver us from evil.

Give us this day our daily bread. For thine is the kingdom,

And forgive us our trespasses, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

CONSECRATING OUR TITHES & OFFERINGS
DOXOLOGY

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him all creatures here below,

Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

HYMN Jesus, Lover of my Soul UMH 479

1. Jesus, lover of my soul, 3. Thou, O Christ, art all | want,
let me to thy bosom fly, more than all in thee | find;
while the nearer waters roll, raise the fallen, cheer the faint,
while the tempest still is high. heal the sick, and lead the blind.
Hide me, O my Savior, hide, Just and holy is thy name,

till the storm of life is past; | am all unrighteousness;

safe into the haven guide; false and full of sin | am;

O receive my soul at last. thou art full of truth and grace.
2. Other refuge have | none, 4. Plenteous grace with thee is found,
hangs my helpless soul on thee; grace to cover all my sin;

leave, ah! leave me not alone, let the healing streams abound,
still support and comfort me. make and keep me pure within.
All my trust on thee is stayed, Thou of life the fountain art,

all my help from thee | bring; freely let me take of thee;

cover my defenseless head spring thou up within my heart;
with the shadow of thy wing. rise to all eternity.

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING



Virginia Abbott
Alice Alford
Matt Amason
Betty Lou Brame
Peggy Burch
Mabel Campbell
Melinda Campbell
Justin Chamberlain

PRAYER REQUESTS

Cicero Gainer
Jackie Gray
Sibyle Harmon
Elnora Holmes
Nancy Hulon
Brittany Johnson
Emogene Kraft
Judy McDaniel

Sheri Ruggles
Tim Ruggles
Amy Salley
Janet Sheek

Nell Simmons
Fred Snyder

Darlene Thomas

Helen Wallace

Mitzie Conner Andrew Miles Curtis Walsh
Ralph Conner Joe Miller Sr. Jeff Walsh
Lois Crafton Debbie Mullins Iris Ward
Dot Davis Frances Owen Sally Wheat
Mitch Early David Pittman
Jimy Edwards Sara Katherine Reid
Sherry Fox Vance Richardson
UPCOMING EVENTS
Full calendar can be found at www.ramseymemorial.org
March 16 Prayer Group (11:00am)
March 19 Lenten Study (9:00am, CLC Lobby)
March 19 4th Sunday of Lent (10:00am, Sanctuary)
March 23 Prayer Group (11:00am)
March 26 Lenten Study (9:00am, CLC Lobby)
March 26 5th Sunday of Lent (10:00am, Sanctuary)

Scan the QR code below to be
directed to our online giving
resource!




ANNOUNCEMENTS

Our 2023 Lenten Offering will run
from February 26 through Easter
Sunday, April 9. We have set a goal of
ENTEN $6,000 to assess our church security,
FFER’NG update the Tower for our youth, and

paint parking spaces closest to the

church. Whether you give online through Vanco or in the offering
plate, please include the designation "Lenten Offering" in the note
or memo section.

During Lent, Ramsey Church is studying \\\\\ %
together "He Chose the Nails" by Max \\\A \
Lucado. .

Sundays, February 26-April 2 at
9:00AM in the CLC Lobby.

Study Guides are available. To receive a copy, call or email the
church office at 804-276-4628 / admin@ramseymemorial.org.

A donation of $10 is appreciated but not required.

Easter Flowers

Please submit your order to the church office by
March 27, using the form on the next page.

If you have questions, please contact the church
office at admin@ramseymememorial.org or 804-276
-4628.




If you would like to order a flower to dedicate in
memory of or in honor of a loved one, please fill out
this form and return it to the church office no later than

March 27.

In MEMORY of:

Given by:

In HONOR of:

Given by:

Please note quantity:

____ Lilies in MEMORY of ____Lilies in HONOR of
____ Hydrangeas in MEMORY of __ Hydrangeas in HONOR of
__ Tulips in MEMORY of __Tulips in HONOR. of
____Hyacinths in MEMORY of _ Hyacinths in HONOR of

If paying via check, please write “Easter Flowers” in
the notes
section.

Please pick up your flowers following the Easter

Sunday
service.

Special Church Pricing for Spring Blooming Plants

Includes a pot cover for Easter, April 9, 2023

Easter Lily 6.5" pot, 4-6 blooms $13.50
Hydrangea 87 pot, pink, veimac* or blue, 5-6 blooms $20.00
Tulips 6.57 pot, assort. colors based on availability $12.50

Hyacinths 6.5" pot, assort. colors based on availability $12.50



